	WPBA Sportsmanship Policy

Issued June 1, 2009


	The WPBA policy on sportsmanship requires umpires to enforce sportsmanship rules for players and coaches.  The WPBA will not tolerate negative statements or actions between opposing players and coaches, especially cursing, trash-talking, taunting or baiting of opponents.  If such comments are heard or actions seen, a penalty will be assessed immediately.  A warning need not be issue.  Let each contest reflect mutual respect.


	WPBA Thunder & Lightning Policy

Issued June 1, 2009


	Thunder & Lightning necessitates that games be suspended.  The occurrence of thunder and/or lightning is not subject to interpretation or discussion - thunder is thunder, lightning is lightning.
(Home coach should have a plan or set up a plan for shelter prior to the start of any game.)

When thunder is heard and/or when lightning is seen, the following procedures should be adhered to:

· Suspend play and direct participants to go to a shelter, a building normally occupied by the public, or if a building is unavailable, participants should go inside a vehicle with a solid metal top.

· Do not permit players or participants to stand under or near a tree; and have everyone stay away from metals benches, fences, poles, towers and underground watering systems.

· After thunder and/or lightning have left the area, wait approximately 30 minutes after the last boom is heard or strike is seen before resuming play.


	WPBA Jewelry Policy

Issued June 1, 2009


	Players shall wear no jewelry, which includes visible body piercing objects, during any contest.

Any jewelry, that is visible at the start of or during any contest, is in violation of the WPBA jewelry policy.  Religious medals must be taped to the body and under the uniform.  Medical medals must be taped to the body so that they are visible.  Soft, pliable barrettes are permissible.  Body gems are adornments and are considered jewelry.  Players are not permitted to wear body gems during any contest.


